
































. NUMBER VI. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY, 





Tuurspbay, February the 8th, 1753. 





To M. FITZ-ADAM. 


Totum mundum agit hiftrio. 


S you have chofen the whole world for 






your province,one may reafonably fup- 


> pofe, that you will not negleétthat epi- 


4 PRY 


XSF tite pains upon it: the learned and the 


tome of it, the theatre. Moft of your 





predeceffors have beftowed their favou- 


critics (generally two very diftinét denominations of men) 
have employed many hours and much paper in comparing 
the ancient and modern ftage. I fhall not undcrtake to 
decide a queftion which feems to me fo impoflible to be 

| deter- 
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determined, as which have moft merit, plays written in 
a dead language, and which we can only read; or fuch 
as we every day {ee acted inimitably, in a tongue familiar 
to us, and adapted to our common ideas and cuftoms. 
The only preference that I fhall pretend to give tothe 
modern ftage over Greece and Rome, relates to the fub- 
ject of the prefent letter: I mean the daily progrefs we 
make towards nature. This will ftartle any bigot to 
Euripides, who perhaps will immediately demand, whe- 
ther Julict’s nurfe be a more natural goffip than Electra’s 
or Medea’s. But I did not hint at the reprefentation of 
cither perfons or characters. The improvement of na- 
ture, which I had in view, alluded to thofe excellent ex- 
hibitions of the animal or inanimate parts of the creation, 
which are furnifhed by the worthy philofophers Rich 
and Garrick ; the latter of whom has refined on his com- 
petitor ; and having perceived that art was become fo 
perfect that it was neceffary to mimick it by nature, he 
has happily introduced a cafcade of real water. 

I know there are perfons of a fyftematic turn, who 
affirm that the audience are not delighted with this beau- 
tiful water-fall, from the reality of the element, but 
merely becaufe they are pleafed with the novelty of any 
thing that is out of its proper place. Thus they tell you, 
that the town is charmed with a genuine cafcade upon 
the flage, and were in raptures laft year with one of Tin 
at Vauxhall. But this is certainly prejudice: the world, 
Mr, Fitz-Adam, though never fated with fhow, is fick 
of fiction. I forefee the time approaching, when dclu. 
fion will not be fuffered in any part of the drama: the 
inimitable Serpent in Orpheus and Eurydice, and the 
amorous Oftrich in the Sorcerer, fhall be repieced by real 
monfters from Afric. It is well known that the panto- 
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mime of the Genii narrowly efcaped being damned on 
my lady Maxim's obferviny very judicioufly, that the 
brick-kiln was horridly executed, and did not fmell at all 
Like one. 

WueEwn this entire caftigation of improprieties is 
brought about, the age will do juftice to one of the firft 
reformers of the ftage, Mr. Cibber, who eflayed to in- 
troduce a tafte for real nature in his Cxfar in Egypt, 
and treated the audience with real—not fwans indeed, 
for that would have been too bold an attempt in the dawn 
of truth, but very perfonable geefe. The inventor, like 
other original genius’s, was treated ill by a barbarous age : 
yet I can venture to affirm, that a ftricter adherence to 
reality would have faved even thofe times from being 
fhocked by abfurdities, always incidental to fidtion. I my- 
felf remember, how, much about that era, the great 
Senefino, reprefenting Alexander at the fiege of Oxydra- 
ce, fo far forgot himfelf in the heat of conqueft, as to 
ftick his fword into one of the pafteboard ftones of the 
wall of the town, and bore it in triumph before him as 
he entered the breach ; a puerility fo renowned a General 
could never have committed, if the ramparts had been 
built, as in this enlightened age they would be, of actual 
brick and fione. 

W 11 you forgive an elderly man, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
if he cannot help recolicGing another paflaze that hap- 
pened in his youth, aud to the fame excellent perionner? 
He was ftepping into Asmida’s enchanted bark; but 
treading fl.ort, as he was more attentive to the accom- 
panyment of the orchefisa than to the breadth of the 
fhore, he fell proftrate, and lay for fome time in great 
pain, wich the edge of a wave running into his fide. In 
the prefent flate of things, the worft that could have 

happened 
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happened to him, would have been drowning ; a fate 
far more becoming Rinaldo, efpecially in the fight of a 
Britifh audience ! 

Ir you will allow me to wander a little from the 
ftage, I fhall obferve that this purfuit of nature is not 
confined to the theatre, but operates where one fhould 
leaft expect to meet it, in our fafhions. The fair part 
of the creation are fhedding all covering of the head, 
difplay their unveiled charming trefies, and if I may fay fo, 
are daily moulting the reft of their cloaths. What lovely 
fall of fhoulders, what ivory necks, what fnowy breafts 
in all the pride of nature, are continually divefted of art 
and ornament ! 

In gardening, the fame love of nature prevails. Clipt 
hedges, avenues, regular platforms, ftrait canals have 
been for fome time very properly exploded. There is 
not a citizen who does not take more pains to torture 
his acre and half into irregularities, than he formerly 
would have employed to make it as formal as his cravat. 
Kent, the friend of nature, was the Calvin of this re- 
formation, but like the other champion of truth, after 
having routed tinfel and trumpery, with the true zeal 
of a founder of a fe&t he puthed his difcipline to the 
deformity of holinefs: not content with banifhing fym- 
metry and regularity, he imitated nature even in her 
blemifhes, and planted dead trees and mole-hills, in op- 
pofition to parterres and quincunxes. 

Tre laft branch of our fathions into which the clofe 
obfervation of nature has been introduced, is our defferts. 
A fubje&t I have not room now to treat at large, but 
which yet demands a few words, and not improperly 
in this paper, as I fee them a little in the light of a 


pantomime. Jellies, bifcuits, fugar-plums and creams 
have 
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have long given way to harlequins, gondoliers, ‘Turks, 
Chinefe, and fhepherdeffes of Saxon china. But thefe, 
unconnected, and only feeming to wander among groves 
of curled paper and filk flowers, were foon difcovered 
to be too infipid and unmeaning. By degrees whole 
meadows of cattle, of the fame brittle materials, fpread 
themfelves over the whole table ; cottages rofe in fugar, 
and temples in barley-fugar; pigmy Neptunes in cars 
of cockle-fhells triumphed over oceans of looking-glafs, 
or feas of filver tiffue ; and at length the whole fyftem 
of Ovid’s metamorphofis fucceeded to all the transfor- 
mations which Chloe and other great profeffors had 
introduced into the fcience of hieroglyphic eating. Con- 
fectioners found their trade moulder away, while toymen 
and china fhops were the only fafhionable purveyors of 
the laft ftage of polite entertainments. Women of the 
firft quality came home from Chevenix’s laden with 
dolls and babies, not for their children, but their houfe- 
keeper————At laft even thefe puerile puppet-fhows 
are finking into difufe, and more manly ways of con- 
cluding our repafts are eftablifhed. Gigantic figures 
fucceed to pigmies ; and if the prefent tafte continues, 
Ryfbrack and other neglected ftatuaries, who might 
have adorned Grecian falons, though not Grecian defferts, 
may come into vogue. It is known that a celebrated 
confectioner (fo the architeéts of our defferts ftill humbly 
call themfelves) complained, that after having prepared 
a middle dith of gods and goddeffes eighteen feet high, 
his lord would not caufe the cieling of his parlour to be 
demolifhed to facilitate their entrée: ‘* Imaginez vous 
“ faidhe, gue mi lord n’a pas voulu faire oter le plafond.” 
I fhall mention but two inftances of glorious magni- 
ficence and tafte in defferts, in which, foreigners have 
furpaffed 
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furpafied any thing yet performed in this fumptuous 
'Jand. The former was a duke of Wirtenburg, who 
fo long ago as the year 34, gave adeffert in which was a 
‘eprefentation of mount tna, which yomited out real 
fireworks over the heads of the company during the 
whole entertainment. The other was the Intendant of 
Gafcony, who on the late birth of the duke of Bur- 
gundy, among other magnificent feftivities, treated the 
noblefie of the province with a dinner and a deffert, 
the latter of which concluded with a reprefentation by 
wax-figures moving by clock-work, of the whole labour 
of the Dauphinefs and the happy birth of an Heir to 
the monarchy. 

I am, Srr, 

Your humble fervant, 


JULIO. 
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